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Coming up in April: 

 
 APRIL 9 ROSS BEDFORD WILL SPEAK TO US ABOUT 

UPCOMING AMRIS JAM. TREY WALKER PROGRAM CHAIR  

 APRIL 16 SPECIAL OLYMPICS PROGRAM. STEPHEN 
JAMES PROGRAM CHAIR 

 APRIL 23 JARED CRAPPS WILL SPEAK TO US ABOUT 4-H. 
PROGRAM CHAIR TREY WALKER 

 APRIL 30 BOOK OF GOLDEN DEEDS 
 

 

APRIL 18 – SUNSHINE PROJECT – WE ARE HELPING TO 

PROVIDE FOOD FOR A COOKOUT FOR AUTISM 

AWARENESS 

 

APRIL 30 – WE WILL HONOR THE BOOK OF GOLDEN DEEDS 

RECIPIENT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 12, 2015 

 

"Hope" is this year’s message for the 
upcoming kids camp that will be held at 
Emmanuel Baptist Church in Blackshear. 
The camp will be June 1st- June 5th and 
Lovett Young, Chic Filet Owner and 
organizer of the Win Shape Camp, spoke to 
the Exchange Club. We all know that  Truett 
Cathy was always a big supporter and 
provided funding for many children's homes 
and camps.  His legend lives on and Chic 
Filet Corporation continues to provide much 
of the funding for these type of camps.  This 

one is very popular in our area and many of the churches and other organizations work 
together to give more children the opportunity to go who would otherwise not be able too, 
due to financial reasons or scheduling etc. The children register for 3 primary activities, but 
they can participate in many more.  Some of the activities include, Wacky Science, Man 
Land, Secret Op, to name a few of the unique ones, but they also have soccer, flag football, 
cooking ,dance, cheerleading, archery and many other activities.  For more information, 
please contact Matt Rodgers at Emmanuel Baptist at 449-4481.  Pictured: Stephen James, 
Exchange Club Program Chair; Lovett Young, Owner Chic Filet; Matt Rodgers, Emmanuel 
Baptist; Will Higginson, WinShape Supporter and Charles Jury, Exchange Club President 
Elect. 

 

 

 



 

March 19, 2015 

 

James Jacobs, County Extension Agent, spoke to the Exchange Club. He has been the extension agent since 2007.  He stated the cold 

weather this winter threatened may of the crops, particularly blueberries. They are still assessing the damage done, but in some cases 

the loss was 20-50%. He stated there has been a  shift toward more peanuts and soybeans; whereas cotton is down and corn remains 

about the same. He mentioned Pierce county is well diversified and has a higher percentage of farming per acre than the surrounding 

counties. He reported on the "ambrosia beetle" which is a fungus that looks like a toothpick that can harm Pecan Trees typically 

younger ones 2-3 years old. The best way to treat them is to take down the tree and burn it and just replant to prevent spreading to 

other trees. Pomegranate production is still a work in process, and the farmers who planted olives took them out about 3 years later, 

as they are very sensitive to cold weather. Since commodity prices are not as good in most cases than in previous years and input cost 

remain the same or more, farmers are focused on production more than ever. 

Pictured:  Club President, Kevin Grissom; Extension Agent, James Jacobs and Program Chairman, Trey Walker. 
 

 
 
 

March 26, 2015 
 

Trent Reynolds, Okefenokee Regional Library Director, spoke at the Exchange Club. Mr. Reynolds recently returned to this 

position here after serving as the library director at Incirlik Airbase in Turkey for the past 2 years. In 2014, the Pierce county 

library served approximately $42,600 visitors with over 8,000 using computers with free internet. They have about $17,000 

books and with a library card, a lot of books can be accessed as e-books, also with no charge.  He stated about 69% of readers 

still prefer print books to e-books.  They have summer reading programs for kids with about 2200 kids participating last year.  

You can access newspapers, audio books, children's activities and printers as well.  The summer reading program for children in 

Pierce county begins May 26th through July 11th and the theme is, "Why Super Heroes Read.". Google Chrome and 3-D printers 

have been purchased, and they have plans to possibly offer "Red Box" DVDs in the future to increase circulation.  A library card 

is absolutely FREE and your card can be used in ANY library in the state. The library receives local funding from the county, 

city and board of education, but, they are always in need of outside funding as well, in the form of donations direct to the library 

or through a membership with "The Friends of the Library," an organization founded in 2013 to help raise funds.  Membership is 

only $15.00 per year. For more information, please call your local library or mail a check to: Okefenokee Regional Library, 401 

Lee Avenue, Waycross, GA 31501.  Attention:  Trent Reynolds. 
 
Pictured: Nick Roberson, Exchange Club Treasurer; Trent Reynolds and Chris Shimkus, Program Chair. 


